Outcome Mapping Learning Community
Research Awards 2009

One of the main objectives of the OMLC is to explore existing lessons and the contributions that OM can make to current and future development narratives, methodologies, approaches and tools; as well as to improve our understanding of behavioural changes in development practice. Research will offer the network with a better understanding of the changes it faces and a basis for possible growth paths for the OMLC.
To this end, the OMLC is offering three awards of up to GBP 3,000 for community members to undertake small-scale research studies. 
We recognise that this is a relatively small grant but we strongly encourage members to apply for this grant as a supplement or a seed for new or ongoing work. This is particularly suitable for implementing teams who wish to spend more time reflecting on their process and sharing experiences with others.
Below you will find the planned schedule for this award call, a guideline for content of proposals, the criteria by which proposals will be judged and a list of themes which the proposals should address.

1. Schedule
· Proposals will be accepted from members from 16 March 2009
· The closing date for proposals is 14 April 2009
· Three winning proposals will be chosen by a panel on 28 April 2009
· Deadline for final draft of outputs is 31 July 2009
· Research outputs will be published Sept 2009
2. Proposals
Final proposals should be sent to s.hearn@odi.org.uk . Proposals should be a maximum of 2 pages and should cover the following:
1. Main research question or hypothesis
2. Justification of how the proposal addresses the chosen theme

3. Outline of research methodology and schedule
4. A summary of how the OM Community will be involved (either in the research process or in dissemination)

5. A list of the deliverable outputs

6. A detailed budget
3. Criteria

Proposals will be judged on the following areas:

· Contribution to the OM methodology
· Relevance to the OM community

· Engagement with OM community

· Research methodology

4. Themes

The proposal should address at least one of the following themes:

A) Integrating OM with other tools and approaches 
OM is versatile and adaptable and has been used as a stand-alone tool for P,M&E but it is often combined with other tools. We are interested in knowing how OM is being applied alongside other approaches and how other tools are being used to augment OM.
B) Contextualisation and multilingual support for OM 
OM is being used around the world but is suitable or easy to use in other cultures? Is there the level of support available for the different groups using OM around the world? We want to know how OM terminology and concepts are being translated into other languages and cultures. We want to know what can be done to provide better, universal support for OM, particularly through multilingual communities of practice.
C) Measuring the impact of OM capacity development activities 
Training for OM is occurring around the world. There are regular workshops in North America, East Asia, South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe and that’s just the public ones. There are also tailored consultancies and closed workshops going on. We are interested in finding out how many people have had some form of OM training, what sort of training is on offer, how the trainees have used their training and what level of training is needed to apply OM successfully.
D) OM in different contexts 
OM was designed for the development sector, but is quickly being taken up and applied in a variety of different contexts, for example, by the public sector in developed countries and by researchers. We would like to know where else it is being used, how it is being adapted and what the best cases are.
E) Developing the OM methodology 
After exploring OM, many users find that it has some key weaknesses and shortcomings. We want to know if there are any innovative additions or adaptations that people have made to the methodology in order to address any of these shortcomings. This is a good opportunity to write up any particularly interesting applications of OM.
F) Open topic 
This theme is an opportunity to think outside the box while sticking to our main aim of “expanding the horizons of the current knowledge base to include the surrounding environment and the changing context of OM”.
