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Add your 

tool ideas 

below!

Tools for Measuring Impact & Change

By whom?

Instrumental UseConceptual Use

How will research be used?

To achieve excellence, the 

research process must 

be managed and research 

products prepared in such a 

way that the probability of use 

- user contexts

- accessibility of products

itself

to illustrate the trajectory and 

logic of the change process;  

that can be applied in the 

planning

stages; demand systemic 

SUBDIMENSION 3.1: O IGINALITY

Not Applicable
Level 1- Unacceptable

Level 2 – Less than 

acceptable
Level 3 – Acceptable/Good Level 4 – Very Good

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The nature of the 

research is such that it 

is not intended to 

advance exis ng 

knowledge or  

generate new insights 

(e.g. systema c 

reviews)

There is li le or no 

evidence that the 

research re ects 

originality in terms of 

building on and 

extending exis ng 

knowledge, breaking 

new ground, or making 

improvements in 

exis ng technologies 

and/or methods

The project is per nent and 

signi cant but not 

par cularly novel, original or 

ambi ous. It is primarily 

concerned with adding to 

what is already known in the 

eld (via extension, new 

applica ons, cri que, etc.). 

While the research is not 

innova ve, it is useful 

because it adds to what is 

already known.

The en re project is reasonably 

ambi ous. It presents a fresh, 

groundbreaking idea, brings an 

innova ve approach to solving 

exis ng challenges, and/or deals 

with a new, emerging issue worth 

pursuing. It challenges taken-for-

granted assump ons. There has 

been no previous funding for the 

same focus (unless follow-up 

funding explicitly sought from 

appropriate schemes).

There is strong evidence of (a) 

novelty of substan ve ideas, 

informa on, problems, and 

interpreta on; (b) originality in 

rela on to exis ng related research 

(approach/paradigm, techniques,

theore cal or conceptual framework, 

use of evidence); (c) promise (ideas 

that are likely to s mulate further 

research and development); as well 

as (d) poten al for a substan al 

contribu on to theory and/or 

prac ce. 

As a research funder, technical quality is within our sphere 

of control.

research are not within our sphere of 

control.

This instrument helps assess the 

technical quality of research in 

light of the way it is 

for uptake and use.

Hence, the label, 

“RQ+”
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relevance, “relevance for development”, 

A practical application of OM principles to the evaluation of 

research for development

A practical application of OM principles to the evaluation of
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